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left to the people for unrestricted use \ and in consequence enormous
quantities of timber were felled and dispatched to the Bombay market.
The effect of this treatment has left Ratnagiri denuded of forest to
the present day. The village groves along the coast are well supplied
with mango, oil-nut (Calophyllum Inophyllum\ and jack-trees. Active
measures of late years have been adopted to preserve and extend the
forest area. The District contains 19! square miles of forest, the whole
of which is ' reserved' and is in charge of the Revenue department.
The Government Reserves are in the Dapoli, Khed, Rajapur, and
Malvan tdlukas. The receipts in 1903-4 from the sale of teak and
firewood in Ratnagiri District were Rs. 1,000, out of a total revenue
of Rs. 1,200.

According to a legend, the truth of which is rendered probable by
the presence of quartz, gold used to be extracted near Phonda, at the
foot of the Western Ghats. In the south very pure specular iron is
associated in small quantities with the quartz rock. All the latente of
the District is charged with iron, though in proportions too small to
make it worth smelting. Near Malvan iron is found in detached
masses on the tops of hills. In former times the Malvan mines and
those of Gothna, a village above the Ghats, were much worked \ and
as late as 1844 the smelting of iron was carried on at Masuia, Kalavali,
Varangaon, and some other villages. The other mineral products are
talc, stone for road-metal, sand, clay, and lime.

Agriculture is the chief industry, but in a few towns and villages
sans and coarse woollen blankets are woven. In the town of Rajapur
gulal (red powder) is made. In Vijayadrug, Dev-
garh, and a few of the neighbouring villages tason
horn is worked up into ornaments, while Ratnagiri
town is celebrated for the inlaid furniture made at its school of industry.
Two oil-presses, one at Chiplun and the other at Malvan, appear to
work profitably. A few cups and bowls of soapstone are also made in
the Malvan taluka. At Shiroda are 27 salt-works producing about
56,000 maunds of salt.

In the seventeenth century the pepper and cardamom trade brought
English traders to Rajapur, and there was also some traffic in calico,
silk, and grain. During the disorders of Maratha rule trade declined^
and in 1819 there was very little except imports of salt and exports of
grain. At present grain, cotton, and sugar are brought down from
beyond the Ghats to the sea-coast for exportation by bullock-carts,
which usually return with a freight of coco-nuts, salt, and dried fish.
Steamers from Bombay call regularly at the ports in the fair season,
bringing piece-goods and stores, and taking back coco-nuts, rice, and
areca-nuts from Vengurla and Ratnagiri. The local shipping traffic has
1 This figure i* taken from the Forest Administration Report for 1903-4.
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